104         THE VILLAGE GODS OF SOUTH INDIA
boundary-stone on the extreme limit of the village land.
About twenty or thirty villagers run with him, holding him
by the arms, as he is out of his senses, being possessed
with Pidari. When he arrives at the stone, he runs
once round, and then stands facing it, and dashes the
pot against it. Without a moment*s delay and without
looking behind him, he runs back to the place where
Pidari is seated on the wooden horse, on which she
was carried round the village. The image is taken
back to the shrine ; and the ceremony is at an end.
An untoward event happened a few years ago in
connexion with one of these Pidari festivals, at a
village in the Trichinopoly district. The festival had
commenced and the pujari had tied the kapu on his
wrist, when a dispute arose between the trustees of the
shrine, which caused the festival to be stopped. The
dispute could not be settled, and the festival was suspend-
ed for three years, and during all that time there could be
no marriages among the Udaya caste, while the poor
pujari, with the kapu on his wrist, had to remain the
whole of the three years in the temple, not daring to
go out, lest Pidari in her wrath should slay him.
Tukanapaliam, Tanjore District. At a village in
the Tanjore district, called Tukanapaliams the boun-
dary spirits are propitiated during the Kaliamman fes-
tival by the sacrifice of a buffalo. On the last day of the
festival the image of Kaliamman, who in many parts of
the Tanjore district is specially the goddess of the
boundary, is taken to the boundary-stone, and then one
male buffalo is killed beside the stone and buried in a
pit close by ; but nothing is done either with the head
or the blood.
Mah&k&Kkudii near Trichinopoly. The worship of
the village deity at a village called Mahakalikudi,
about eight miles from Trichinopoly, presents several
rather curious features. The chief deity is a goddess
called UjinihoakaH or MahakalL1 In her shrine are
four subordinate female deities, Elliamman, Pullathal-
1 Great Kali,